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The First Women in Law in Canada
Introduction
Women have used the law as a tool to effect changes that have hindered their social, economic and political development. In Canada, it has been over a century since the first woman to be involved in legal proceedings graduated from the school of law in the University of Toronto. Clara Brett Martin is heroin, who persisted with legal applications to the law society of Upper Canada that changed the field of legal practice in Canada for women that came after her. Clara brought the legal changes that eliminated the historical prejudices that were associated with women in and before the last century. Over two centuries ago, women were excluded from social participation like public life, right to advanced education, right to hold public office, to vote, and to sit on a jury; just to mention a few. The major accomplishment of the first woman in law, Clara, is that she opened the door and platform for other women to be recognized in the professions that were once known to be male-dominated like the law. In this research paper, we demonstrate and analyze how Clara Brett Martin’s petition to the Law Society of Upper Canada in 1891 changed the legal practice for women in the society today. 
Discussion
Clara Brett Martin’s in Law 
Clara Brett Martin was the first woman to be admitted into the legal profession in Canada and all the British Commonwealth countries in Europe. As Atcheson explains, Clara was admitted as a solicitor at the age of 23 and later called to the bar as a barrister on February 2, 1897 (1). However, as the first women to be admitted into the legal profession, she did not find it easy. Atcheson explains that Clara had to “fight for her place before the bar” (3). Clara took significant risks of time, money and reputation while trying to venture into the legal profession. Even though she graduated from the university with the LLB, she did not immediately enter the legal practice. Clara initially graduated from Trinity College in Toronto with a Bachelor of Arts in 1890 at the age of sixteen (Weber 5). Atcheson explains Clara’s experience and how she got to be the first woman in the legal profession. According to Atcheson, after graduation, Clara went to work where many single women at her time worked; Clara “became a teacher” (12). Stokes also explains that becoming the first women to get admitted into the legal profession was not merely an unconventional career choice, especially in the late nineteenth century in Canada (1). Clara decided to forego her teaching career in an attempt to focus on the legal profession (Stokes 1). But, the journey was not easy. 
The Journey to Legal Profession 
Clara, like many other women during her time had to go through obstacles and challenges to get to the legal profession. As explained in Duhaime Clara had to go through prejudices of the nineteenth century that were hard to win over (6). Some of the challenges she experienced as a woman include rudeness and rebuke from the male counterparts. Clara started to write articles with one of the Toronto law firms in 1893, but she had to contend with the rebuke and rudeness from the male court clerks and lawyers (Duhaime 6). 
Another obstacle includes the refusal by the Law Society of Upper Canada to accept her admission into the legal profession in 1891. According to Weber, it took Clara over six years to become a lawyer, but she managed to achieve that because of her unwavering commitment, determination and dedication to pursue what was known by the nineteenth century to be a male profession (15). She petitioned the Law Society of Upper Canada to accept her into the law school in 1891. Stokes explains that the governing body of the legal profession in control of legal education in Canada refused to admit her citing the governing legislation (1). Also, unlike many women of her time, Clara remained unmarried while trying to pursue her legal career (Stoddart 5). However, even after being accepted in the legal profession, she did not find it easy. Stokes explains how she struggled even after getting admitted to the legal school. According to Stokes, Clara was “ostracized and harassed both by fellow students and instructors” (2). As a woman, it was difficult to succeed in the profession that was initially known to be a male profession. Furthermore, with the challenges within the profession, Clara struggled even more despite being granted permission to become a member of the Law Society of Upper Canada. Stokes explains that the legal education in Canada was mainly experimental, in which Clara had to find a “law firm to sponsor her apprenticeship” or the articles that she wrote while still in school (2). 
With all the obstacles, Clara managed to become a lawyer in 1897 with the help from the Ontario legislature who helped her with the legislative process that facilitated her admission into the legal profession. According to Stokes, one of the MPP proposed a bill to change the law, which led to the amendment that permitted women as solicitors (2). As a result, Clara was admitted into the legal profession, but as a solicitor at first. As Weber explains, Clara was a connected lady. It is her connection with the legislatures like Oliver Mowat and others that facilitated her through the legal challenges that could have inhibited her from becoming a lawyer (15). After being admitted as a solicitor, Clara advanced through to become a lawyer after a bill that allowed women to become barristers was enacted in 1895 (Stokes 2). Even though she went through the political and public pressure, Clara was eventually admitted as a lawyer after passing her final hurdle in 1897 (Stokes 3). 
Clara’s Petition and Contribution 
Clara’s petition and entry into the legal profession created a platform for other women in the society to venture into the profession. Her petition eliminated the legal challenges that barred women from practicing law. Atcheson explains the experience in the late 19th century in Canada that women were barred from participating in the legal systems at its fullest (14). Many social changes have occurred since the time of Clara in the last century. According to Stoddart, women were not engaged or involved in the legal profession two centuries ago as it is today (1). The law barred women from participating in public life like their male counterparts. Women did not enjoy the same rights that their male counterparts did. For instance, women did not have the right to vote, right to advanced education, to hold public office, to sit on a jury and many others (Stoddart 1). However, the contributions of Clara in the legal profession significantly changed most of these barriers that inhibited women from participating in different social aspects in the society. It is through her petition to the Law Society of Upper Canada in 1891 that shed light on the legal shortcomings of the Canadian legal systems regarding the rights of women.  
 As compared to today, a lot has changed in the legal profession. Unlike when women were only considered litigants, witnesses or accused persons, today, women have become more involved and integrated into the legal systems. Atcheson explains that women’s lives today are touched by every aspect and stage of law; for instance, from “courtship through marriage, from consensual sex encounters to forcible ones, separation, divorce, child custody” just to mention the few areas that have been touched by the law today (Atcheson 14). Even though people have questioned her course in pursuing a legal career, but she managed to achieve a lot in the legal system that changed the social life aspects in Canada. Among her achievement include the establishment legal changes that allowed women to participate and practice law in Canada. This has allowed many women to engage in the legal profession. It is her struggle that created opportunities for many women who practice law. Today, women are found in the juries, judges, lawyers, and prosecutors. Clara managed to set the platform for women of many generations that came after her to find it easy to participate in public life as the male. As Atcheson explains, Clara may not have contributed significantly to the growth of women’s movement, but her contributions to the betterment of the women in the community are unforgettable and significant up to date (20). In her career in the legal profession, she managed to change the perception of women in the society in many ways. For instance, after establishing her law firm in 1906, she hired women law students, supported suffrage and also worked to help in the establishment of women’s court (Atcheson 20). As a result of her commitment to change the position and image of women in the society, many women enjoy the social rights and privileges that they do today. For instance, women can vote today, hold a public office, sit on a jury or become a judge; all contrary to what was there before Clara’s time.
Conclusion
In conclusion, Clara Brett Martin’s contribution to the legal practice in Canada is significant. As discussed in this research, her petition to the Law Society of Upper Canada in 1891 created a platform for other women to enjoy the rights that had been initially reserved for men only. Her dedication and commitment to better the lives of women in Canada and across the world is shown by the remarkable legal, political, and social changes that exist today in the society. Unlike before, women can vote, sit on the jury, participate in public life, and become lawyers; contrary to what was there before. Her contributions to the legal system opened up the legal profession to women not only in Canada but across the world.
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